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	    (indent me here) Your abstract should be bold. Your abstract should be a complete summary of the entire paper.  This means it should have a summary introduction (including hypothesis!), a summary of materials/methods, a summary of results and a summary of the discussion.  It is easiest to write this section after you have finished the rest of the paper. This section should not include reference citations.



INTRODUCTION

(indent your paragraphs) Paste your introduction here.  This is a scientific report, so avoid “English paper tricks” like directly quoting a source (Bob’s Bacteria Page says, “S. aureus can cause disease”.) or asking a question (“Did you ever wonder…?”).  Neither of these techniques belongs in scientific writing.  Also, as in any formal paper, avoid “speaking phrases”.  An example of this: “So, like, we put our plate in the incubator to see if it would grow. Not so much.”  Lastly, if you don’t know what a word means don’t use it.  More often than not, you will be using the word incorrectly and the result will be the opposite of what you intended.

Don’t use spaces between your paragraphs.  Make sure paragraphs stay justified. (Format ( Paragraph ( General Alignment “justified”)  By the way, if this section is only three or four sentences long, it is too short.  Finally, make sure that this section includes a clearly stated hypothesis and references to back that hypothesis up.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Environmental Sampling: Describe how you obtained your isolate here. Describe how you obtained your isolate here. Describe how you obtained your isolate here. Describe how you obtained your isolate here. Describe how you obtained your isolate here.


Morphological Characterization: Describe any stains/test/etc. you used to observe morphology of your isolate here. Describe any stains/test/etc. you used to observe morphology of your isolate here. Describe any stains/test/etc. you used to observe morphology of your isolate here. 

Nucleic Acid Isolation and Sequencing: Describe chromosomal isolation, PCR, sequencing, and identification techniques here. Describe chromosomal isolation, PCR, sequencing, and identification techniques here. Describe chromosomal isolation, PCR, sequencing, and identification techniques here.


Physiological Characterization: Describe any tests you used to determine the physiological characteristics of your isolate here. Describe any tests you used to determine the physiological characteristics of your isolate here.

RESULTS

Always start with text first – it looks better.  Just in case you didn’t see the previous sentence: YOU MUST HAVE TEXT!! 
Don’t use spaces between your paragraphs.  Any pictures, data tables, charts or graphs depicting your results should also be found in this section. You must have text to go with them.  Make sure that if you add any pictures or data that these are things YOU have actually done.  Do NOT paste in a picture you took from the internet – those are someone else’s results.
DISCUSSION

It is often helpful to include a table that compares the characteristics of your isolate to those known about the organism you think your isolate is (Table 1).  You, of course, need to have text.  This should be your longest section.
	
	Saliva isolate
	Neisseria subflava*

	Thin Cell Wall
	+
	+

	Aerobic (does not ferment)
	+
	+


Table 1.  Comparison of the characteristics of the saliva isolate (this study) and N. subflava as described in the Bergey’s Manual (Kloos, 1965).
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LITERATURE CITED

List these in alphabetical order of author last name – DO NOT NUMBBER THEM!  Any reference you put here must be cited somewhere in your paper.  To cite a reference, just add the last name or the first author and year of the reference (NO page numbers) at the end of your sentence (Brahce, 2001).  For details on how references should be formatted in this section, please see pg. 18-19 in lab syllabus.
You should at the very least have the following:

A reference that you used to form your hypothesis. (For your hypothesis to be really credible, you should have more than one.)

An article about the organism you identified (may be an article from the Bergey’s Manual).

The lab syllabus.
